
COUNCIL MEETING PACKET
For

September 15, 2016
5:00 P.M.

Council Meeting

City of Oberlin, Kansas
Gateway 1 & 2

Oberlin, Kansas



AGENDA 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Gateway 1 & 2 – Oberlin, Kansas 
September 15, 2016 

5:00 PM 
 

Meeting Called to Order – Mayor Ladd Wendelin 
 
ROLL CALL of the Members of the City Council and determination of quorum. 
Williby_____ Addleman ____ Marchello _____Horn____ Oien____  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE to the Flag 
PROCLAMATIONS 
BOARD APPOINTMENTS:  
PUBLIC COMMENT 

 Oral Communications from the Audience   
CONSENT AGENDA: Discussion and possible action by motion to approve the following 
items and or reports: 

 Approval of minutes of previous meetings 

 Appropriation Ordinance (Payment of Bills) 
Motion_______________ Second_______________ 

 
OLD BUSINESS  

 
New Business 

1. Discuss Meeting Times & Dates for Council in November 
2. Discuss Fence Ordinance (David Sporn) 
3. Vacuum Trailer Discussion (David Sporn) 
4. Discuss Cobblestone Parking (Lisa Votapka) 
5. Discussion with CVB 

 
REPORTS OF OTHER OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 

 
 Mayors Report  

 Administrators Report 

 Public Works Department 

 Police Report 

 Treasurers Report 

 Other Reports 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 Action – Motion to Adjourn 
  Motion_______________ Second_______________ 
A copy of this notice is posted on the front window of the Oberlin City Hall (Gateway) in a 
place convenient and readily accessible to the general public at all times, and said notice 
was posted on September 13, 2016 at 4:00 p.m. and remained so posted continuously 
preceding the scheduled time of said meeting. 

 
Sandy Rush, City Clerk 
 
 



The City Council for the City of Oberlin is committed to compliance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA). Reasonable accommodations and equal access to 
communications will be provided to those who provide notice to the City Clerk, 785-475-
2217; or go by 1 Morgan Drive, Oberlin KS, during normal business hours at least forty-
eight (48) hours in advance of the meeting. 



 

 

 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING – September 1, 2016 - GATEWAY- 5:00 p.m.  

 

CALL TO ORDER - Mayor Ladd Wendelin called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm and the Pledge of Allegiance to 

the Flag was recited. 

 

Roll Call of the Members of the City Council - Josh Williby, Brandon Oien and Jim Marchello. Majority of the 

Body Present. 

 

Absent: Marilyn Horn 

 

Others Present: City Attorney Steve Hirsch (5:15 pm), Police Chief Troy Haas & Amy, City Foreman David 

Sporn, Steve Zodrow, Jeremy Tally, Karen Larson, Kris Mathews & Harper, Cynthia Haynes with the Oberlin 

Herald, Marilyn Black, Heather McDougal, Keri Morford, Carol Torrence and City Clerk Sandy Rush 

 

PROCLAMATIONS – none 

 

APPOINTMENTS – Motion by Williby, seconded by Oien to approve Mayor Wendelin’s recommendation to 

appoint John Gizzarilli to the Convention & Visitors Bureau, term to end September 2019. Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Addleman, second by Williby to approve Mayor Wendelin’s recommendation to reappoint Jim Wesch, 

Lee Franklin and Sid Metcalf to the Airport Board for three years, term to end September 2019. Motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT – none 

 

CONSENT AGENDA  

Approval of minutes - for August 18, 2016 regular Council meeting. 

Appropriation Ordinance - Payment of Bills.  

Oien moved, second by Williby, to approve the Consent Agenda. Motion carried. 

 

OLD BUSINESS  

 

Approval of Renewed Northwest Kansas Housing Resolution – Williby moved, second by Addleman to approve 

proposed Resolution #701, which has an effective date changed to April 30, 2017. Motion carried. 

 

Bid Opening for 212 N Rodehaver and 706 E Commercial – Since there were no bids made, Oien moved, second by 

Marchello to advertise one more time in the Oberlin Herald. Motion carried. 

 

Airport Update – Councilman Addleman attended the pre-paving meeting and reported the contractors were to start 

pouring concrete on Wednesday but due to rain they started Thursday. He said the original completion date was to 

be September 12, 2016 but had been moved to September 16, 2016. 

 

Treasurer Zodrow told the Council the Airport Engineer, Diane Hofer had contacted the City and informed them that 

the estimates for seal coat projects had been lower than anticipated. This type of project is high priority for KDOT 

grants. She estimated for Oberlin a total of $200,000 with the City share to be $20,000. Work is typically completed 

by summer of 2018, so the City could delay the work until 2018 fiscal year. After a short discussion, Addleman 

moved, second by Williby to have Ms. Hofer start the application process for a KDOT grant. Motion carried. 

 

OPEN MEETINGS/OPEN RECORDS PRESENTATION – City Attorney Hirsch gave a presentation reminding 

everyone the necessity that the public be fully aware of and able to observe the performance of public officials and 

attend and listen to the deliberations and decisions that go into the making of public policy. The people must be able 

to remain informed if they are to trust those who are their public servants. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 



 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Appointment of City Administrator – Addleman moved, second by Marchello to appoint Chief Troy Haas to the 

position of City Administrator and to continue as Chief of Police. Motion carried. Addleman moved, second by 

Oien to approve the proposed contract for Haas. Motion carried. Mayor Wendelin administered the oath of office to 

Haas and all welcomed him onboard.  

 

League of Kansas Municipalities (LKM) Voting delegate and Alternate delegate appointments – Williby moved, 

second by Oien to appoint Mayor Wendelin as voting delegate and Administrator Haas as alternated delegate to LKM. 

Motion carried. 

 

Dane G. Hansen Foundation Offer for County Clean-up Grants – Kris Mathews with the Dane G. Hansen Foundation 

Board spoke about the county to receive $20,000. The Board would like to see it used as a group to include all the 

communities within the county for a one-day clean-up event. He wanted to inform the Council now so they could 

apply for the Grant soon. 

 

Approval of Proposed Cemetery Fees – Cemetery Sexton Jeremy Tally presented proposed changes to the cemetery 

fees. This would combine the open/closing and grave digging fees into one fee and increase the weekend and holiday 

fees to cover overtime. A disinterment fee and failure to notify fee has been added also. Oien moved, second by 

Williby to accept the proposed Cemetery fees. Motion carried. 

 

#1 EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

At 6:10 PM Williby moved, seconded by Addleman to have a five minute executive session for attorney-client 

privilege to include the City Administrator, Mayor, City Attorney, Council and City Clerk. Motion carried. 

 

Back in session at 6:15 PM with no action taken. 

 

OTHER REPORTS 

 

Mayors Report – Mayor Wendelin reminded all to stay off of Cass Street during rain storms to prevent resident’s 

yards and/or basement from being flooded. He also reported that the CVB had been conducting interviews and said 

he would like to add it to the agenda and discuss it at the next meeting, to include members of the CVB Board. He 

will also be attending the Mayors Dinner, to be held in Colby, September 7, 2016, along with Administrator Haas, 

Attorney Hirsch, Treasurer Zodrow, Councilman Marchello requested a reservation as well. There are to be 

representatives from Topeka at the dinner to make a presentation on the details of how the new tax lid will be 

handled. Wendelin informed the Council of an email that was received regarding the swim pool from former 

Councilwoman Rachel Johnson that expressed her disappointment of the pool staff. 

Administrators Report – Administrator Haas thanked the Council for trusting in him for the position. 

Public Works Report – City Foreman Sporn requested the Council consider a vacuum trailer be purchased yet this 

year for all departments use, to be funded by either the special equipment fund or split between electric, water and 

wastewater funds. After a discussion, the Council requested Sporn to obtain bids and present to the Council. 

Treasurers Report – City Treasurer Zodrow reported the public had voiced concerns regarding utility bills. After a 

discussion, the Council recommended an insert be added to the monthly bills on tips to reduce and save on utility 

bills. 

Other Reports – CVB meeting minutes and a Thank You from Gary Walters to the Water crew are attached. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

At 7:00 PM Oien moved, second by Addleman to adjourn. Motion carried. 

 

______________________________________  ___________________________________ 

 

Sandy Rush, City Clerk     Ladd Wendelin, Mayor 



Regulations Governing Fences and Walls

A. Permit: Any person desiring to build or cause to be built a fence or wall upon property within the
corporate limits of the City of Oberlin shall first apply to the Building Inspector for a permit to do so.
Application for such permit shall contain any and all information, including drawings, required and
necessary for the determination of whether the erection of such fence would be contrary to the
provisions of this ordinance. Any permit issued under the provisions of this ordinance in which
construction has not been completed within six (6) months from the date of issuance, shall expire.
Permit fees shall be in the amount of $15.00.

B. Limitations are as follows:

1. No private fence or wall shall be erected, allowed or maintained on public property without City
approval. Such approval may be granted by the City designee under the following circumstances:

a. The participant is the owner of the adjacent property for which the fence or wall approval
is sought;
b. The public property involved is a City right-of-way or easement;
c. When no sidewalk is present, the fence or wall will be placed in such a manner that it will
be located no closer than one foot to future sidewalk location;
d. When sidewalk is present, the fence or wall may be placed to within one foot of the
location of the sidewalk;
e. The portion of the public right-of-way between the fence or wall and the curb when curb is
present, or between the fence or wall and the travel way when no curb is present, shall be
maintained by the adjacent property owner;
f. All other provisions of the city code apply;
g. The owner will sign a document agreeing to hold the City harmless from liability arising as
a result of the placement of the fence or wall on public property.

2. Access to utility meters shall be easily obtainable.

3. Consideration shall be given to whether utility maintenance or construction may be obstructed.

4. Property lines shall be clearly marked prior to inspection.

5. Consideration shall be given to whether a proposed fence enhances the neighborhood or blocks
scenic views for nearby property owners and be aesthetically pleasing and in keeping with the
character of the neighborhood, as interpreted by the City Official.

6. Fences shall not contain electrification, barbed wire, razor wire, spikes, nails, or other sharp
pointed instruments affixed, placed upon or allowed to exist in any manner attached to a fence or
part of a fence.

C. On Interior lots:

1. In side and rear yards, and that portion of the front yard between the front plane of the
house and the required front yard setback, fences and walls shall be allowed to a maximum height of
six (6) feet.

2. In the required front yard setback, fences and walls shall be allowed to a maximum height
of four (4) feet. A property owner may erect a six (6) foot fence in the required front yard setback
along a common property line that is the back yard of an adjacent property, provided all other
provisions of this ordinance are met.



D. On corner lots:

1. In side and rear yards, and that portion of the front yard between the front plane of the
house and the required front yard setback, fences and walls shall be allowed to a maximum height of
six (6) feet except that in street-facing side and rear yards which back onto front yards of adjoining
lots, fences and walls shall be limited to a maximum height of six (6) feet.

2. In the required front yard setback, fences and walls shall be allowed to a maximum
height of four (4) feet. A property owner may erect a six (6) foot fence in the required front yard
setback along a common property line that is the back yard of an adjacent property, provided all
other provisions of this ordinance are met.

E. The height limitations for fences and walls are further limited as follows:

1. In any district requiring a front yard, no obstruction to view above three (3) feet and
below seven (7) feet in height shall be permitted on any corner lot within a triangular as per the
section titled Clear View Of Intersecting Streets.

2. Where a fence or wall is erected on or within five (5) feet of a property line, upon a
retaining wall, or where for other reasons there is a difference in the elevation of the surface of the
land on either side of a fence, height of the fence shall be measured from a point halfway between the
top of the retaining wall and the land on the lower side or from the average elevation of the surface of
the land on either side and within ten (10) feet of the fence, but nothing herein contained shall be
construed to restrict the fence or wall to less than four(4) feet in height measured from the surface of
the land on the side having the highest elevation.

3. The Appeal Authority may grant special exceptions to the height limits contained in this
section for fences or walls surrounding tennis courts, swimming pools, schools, or other special type
facilities, where it is shown that the normal use or level of protection requires a greater height for
safety or other reasons, provided, however, that the rights of adjoining property owners are equally
considered.

F. Exemptions

1. Temporary fences made of woven wire material placed around flower and / or vegetable
gardens do not exceed four (4) feet in height will not require a permit.

2. Wood or plastic snow fences for the purpose of limiting snow drifting between November
1 and April 1, protecting construction and excavation sites, and protecting plants during grading and
construction is permitted for up to 180 consecutive days or for intervals not exceeding an aggregate
of 180 days in any calendar year.



Clear View of Intersecting Streets

A. In addition to other provisions that may apply, a clear view at the intersection of two streets shall be

maintained within a triangular area formed by the existing or future back-of-curb lines extended and a line

connecting them at points twenty five feet (25’) from the intersection of such lines as shown in Figure A

below. To maintain this clear view, the following standards shall apply, except for the exceptions noted in

section (D) below:

1. No solid-type fence or other visual obstructions between three feet (3’) and seven feet (7’) in

height from the street elevation (measured from the elevation of the adjoining sidewalk) shall be allowed;

2. Open-type fences or other obstructions which are at least fifty percent (50%) transparent are

allowed to a height of four feet (4’) though they must be maintained to permit clear and unobstructed view;

3. Pruning of trees is required to maintain an overhang at least seven feet (7’) above the elevation of

the adjoining sidewalk or street when no sidewalk is present in the clear view area.

B. A clear view area shall also be maintained at the intersection of a street and a private drive within a

triangular area formed by a diagonal line connecting the line of the back side of the sidewalk and the line of

the edge of the private drive at points ten feet (10’) from the projected intersection of such lines and a

rectangular area extending from the two points of the triangular area at the location of the sidewalk to the

curb of the street as shown in Figure B. When no sidewalk is present, the measurement shall be taken from

the property line along the street right-of-way as shown in Figure C. In order to maintain this clear view, the

standards outlined in section A (1), (2) and (3) above shall apply.



Figure B. Private Drive and Street Figure C. Private Drive and Street

(Sidewalk) (No Sidewalk)

C. The owner of any fence or wall shall have the duty and be required to properly maintain the same by

painting, treating, trimming, repairing, or removal.

D. Exceptions to this Section include:

1. Reasonable number of posts, telephone or power poles, pruned trees and pedestal type

identification signs.

2. Commercial structures, designated parking stalls, signs and other obstructions located at

controlled intersections within the C-G (General Business District) or C-B (Central Business District) Zoning

Districts. A controlled intersection for purposes of this Section includes a posted four (4) way stop sign

intersection, three (3) way stop sign intersection at a “T” intersection or signalized stop light intersection.



CITY OF OBERLIN, FOREMAN REPORT
September

12, 2016

To: Mayor and Oberlin City Council

From: City Foreman David Sporn

1. The storms we recently have had wreaked havoc on our town in terms of filth. We had crews

working on making things tidy in town and Sappa Park for the Sappa Fest weekend. These jobs

consisted of street sweeping, scooping large dirt piles, picking up limbs, arranging Sappa Park

and quite a bit of mowing. After looking the Park over this morning I believe it was left in good

order after the festival.

2. Jr. Farr no longer works for the City. He has found a different job elsewhere. We are advertising

to refill his position.

3. We are in the middle of dealing with a situation from a sales company. They sent us $2400.00

worth of hand soap and an invoice. This was unauthorized and not agreed upon. Steve Hirsh has

been notified.

4. Water usage has been near 260,000 Gallons per day

5. Permits:

a. Building Permit, 403 E. Comm., Gary and Mary Ann Erickson, utility shed installation

b. Right-of-Way Permit, alley behind Nex-tech office, to install gas pipe anodes.

Questions/Comments?



OBERLIN POLICE DEPARTMENT
107 W. Commercial

P O Box 237
Oberlin KS. 67749-0237
oberlinpd4@ruraltel.net

MONTHLY ACTIVITY REPORT TO COUNCIL
MONTH OF AUGUST 2016

CITY COURT: FINES COLLECTED FOR: AUGUST 2016, $3219.00 Y.T.D.: $27199.00

CITY COURT CASES FILED

2 – NO MOTOR VEHICLE LIABILITY INSURANCE
1 – NO DRIVER’S LICENSE
4 – ILLEGAL TAGS
3 - SPEEDING
2 – POSSESSION OF ALCOHOL BY A MINOR
1 – POSSESSION OF TOBACCO BY A MINOR

DISTRICT COURT CASES / OTHER FILED

1 – WARRANT ARREST
1 – VIOLATION OF A PROTECTION ORDER

ANIMAL CONTROL: 3 – DOGS AT LARGE
3 – NO CITY DOG TAGS

CODE ENFORCEMENT: NONE



September 2016
Monthly Planner

Printed by Calendar Creator for Windows on 9/12/2016

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Council, Rooms

1 & 2

Extension
Service Rooms 1

& 2

2 3

4
Wurm reunion,

Room 1 & 2

5 6
Rotary, Rooms 1

& 2

7 8 9
Grand Oberlin
Opry, Theater

Stragry
Wedding Setup,

Arena

10
A & H Ronnie
Kole, Theater

7:30PM

Stragry Wedding
Reception, Arena

11 12 13
Rotary, Rooms 1

& 2

14 15
Council, Rooms

1 & 2

16
Gallentine

Funeral, Arena

17

18 19 20
DPW, Room 3

Noon Meal

Rotary, Rooms 1
& 2

21
Penny Emerson
Arnoldy, Room 3

1PM

Safety Meeting,
Room 1 & 2

22 23
Audry Wedding

Setup, Arena

24
Audry Wedding
Reception, Arena

25 26 27
Rotary, Rooms 1

& 2

28
Hospital Meeting,

Rooms 1 & 2

29 30

Aug 2016

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

Oct 2016

S M T W T F S

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31



October 2016
Monthly Planner

Printed by Calendar Creator for Windows on 9/12/2016

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 3 4
Rotary, Rooms 1

& 2

5 6
Council, Rooms

1 & 2

7
Grand Oberlin
Opry, Theater

8
Fireman Ball,

Arena

9 10 11
Rotary, Rooms 1

& 2

12 13 14 15
A & H Jack Hotel,

Theater

16 17 18
DPW, Room 3

Noon Meal

Farm and Ranch
Realty Auction,

Arena

Rotary, Rooms 1
& 2

19
LKM, Rooms 1 &

2

20
Council, Rooms

1 & 2

21 22

23 24 25
Rotary, Rooms 1

& 2

26
Safety Meeting,

Room 3

27 28
Kay Brown
Recording,

Theater

29
Kay Brown
Recording,

Theater

30 31

Sep 2016

S M T W T F S
1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30

Nov 2016

S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30


