
 

 

 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING –April 6, 2017 - GATEWAY- 5:00 p.m.  
 
CALL TO ORDER – Council President Josh Williby called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm and the 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was recited.  
 
Roll Call of the Members of the City Council - Brandon Oien, Deb Lohoefener and Rusty 
Addleman. Majority of the Body Present. 
 
Absent: Mayor Ladd Wendelin, Jim Marchello and City Attorney Steve Hirsch 
 
Others Present: City Administrator Troy Haas, City Foreman David Sporn, Treasurer Steve 
Zodrow, Vicki Hubin with Western KS Child Advocacy, Cynthia Haynes AND Faith Meitl with the 
Oberlin Herald, Brice Meitl, Dave Schissler, Alex Heeger, Ruth Miesner, Marilyn Black, LaVerne 
Rippe and City Clerk Sandy Rush 
 
BOARD APPOINTMENTS – Lohoefener moved, second by Oien to approve the following 
appointments: 

 Library: Vicky Ray agreed to another term which will end in April, 2021 and Matt Barnes to 
finish Jeannie Lavers term out; to end April 2018 

 Oberlin Housing Authority: Charley Haag finishing Bob Berkheimer’s term out, to end in 
April 2018 and Dori Pauls to serve until April 2021. 

Motion carried. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  

Approval of minutes – for April 6, 2017 regular Council meeting. 
Appropriation Ordinance - Payment of Bills.  
Oien moved, second by Lohoefener, to approve the Consent Agenda. Motion carried. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – Oien moved, seconded by Addleman to enter into executive session for five 
minutes on matters deemed privileged in attorney-client relationship to include City Administrator, 
Council and City Attorney by phone. Motion carried. 
 
Back in session at 5:05pm with no action being taken. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 Ordinance Regulating Fences – Addleman moved, seconded by Oien to approve Ordinance No. 
893 regulating fences in the city. Motion carried. 

 
New Business 
Western Kansas Child Advocacy – Vicki Hubin spoke on behalf of the Western Kansas Child 
Advocacy Center. They worked with three kids last year and she asked the council to consider 
giving again this year. Oien moved, seconded by Lohoefener to support the Advocacy Center as 
budgeted for $1500. Motion carried. 
 
At 5:20 pm Oien moved, seconded by Addleman to close the regular meeting and open the alley 
hearing. Motion carried. 
 



 

 

Petition & Hearing to Close the East-West Alley in Block 16, East Oberlin Addition to the City 
of Oberlin; reserving an easement for public utilities – Dave Schissler, 109 N Martin, explained 
to the council that he had purchased the vacant lot east of his home in block 16, East Oberlin 
Addition and would like them to consider closing the east section of the ease-west ally. 
Administrator Haas explained that in 2006 the Council agreed to close the west half of the alley at 
Schissler’s request. City Foreman Sporn was asked if any utilities ran through the alley and he 
informed them that only a secondary pole, but no sewer or water lines. Council President Williby 
addressed the public attending the meeting inquiring if there was anyone present to protest the 
alley closing. No one present spoke out against the alley closing. Oien moved, seconded Lohoefener 
to approve Ordinance No. 894 vacating the alley. Motion carried. 
 
Council President Williby closed the alley hearing at 5:25 pm. 
 
Approval of Temporary Permit to ReLoad for Wedding Event – Oien moved, seconded by 
Addleman to approve to the temporary license for the Reload to serve beer at the Gateway at a wedding 

event to be held April 15, 2017. Motion carried. 

 
Sewer Rates Update – Treasurer Zodrow reported the sewer rates for 2017 had been calculated 
and will go out on the next billing. Zodrow also said the median rate was computed for those that 
just moved into town and won’t have a sewer history. In 2016 the medium rate was $16.06 and in 
2017 the new rate will be $17.69. In addition, Zodrow pointed out that as the new radio reads are 
installed, this will eliminate some of the problems such as inability to read the meters due to snow 
and monitoring water usage for leaks.  
 
Sewer Rate Issue – Alex Heeger with BA Auto Wash located on Main Street spoke to the Council in 
regards to the sewer rates. He believes that 30% of water used for the car wash is evaporated or 
carried out instead of going down the sewer. Council President Williby suggested that the City 
consider tabling further discussion until they had a chance to review the situation. 
 
Pool Discussion – Administrator Haas asked the council to consider rates for seasonal family and 
individual passes and daily passes.  After a discussion, Oien moved, seconded by Lohoefener to 
approve the following: 

Seasonal Membership Passes 
 Individual  $50 
 Family   $100 
 Senior(60 & over) $35 

Public Swim 
 Children (under 18) $2 
 Adults (18 and up) $3 
 Seniors (60 and over) $1 

 
Motion carried. The council requested a daily tally be kept by the lifeguards.  
 
Administrator Haas informed them that the Convention Visitors Bureau had met and would like to 
know if a voucher could be made available for the hotels to use in a welcome packet. This would 
allow visitors to receive $1.00 off at the swimming pool. Lohoefener moved, seconded by Addleman 
to approve the voucher. Motion carried. 
 



 

 

Council Meeting Time Discussion – There was a request by councilmember Marchello to change 
the meeting day from Thursday to Wednesday, and from Mayor Wendelin to change from two 
meetings a month to one meeting a month. After a discussion, it was suggested to keep the meetings 
the same since one meeting would not be sufficient to cover all topics in a month and it would be 
easier to cancel a scheduled meeting than to call a special meeting. No action was taken. 
 
REPORTS 
Administrators Report – Haas reported   

 He had attended a functional exercise with the hospital and other entities from the County 
to test capabilities of a tornado simulation and evaluate the strengths and weaknesses.  

 Employee health insurance was up for renewal and premiums were going down 20%. Total 
paid claims were lower than premiums paid and keeping the grandfathered plan helped 
also. 

 Plans to attend a budget meeting with Treasurer Zodrow on April 21, 2017. 
 Marexico would be drilling for mineral exploration in the southwest corner of the city near 

the hospital, between Chandler and Frazier Streets. A Special Use permit had been obtained 
and they are hoping to find oil. 

 Asking for input and ideas on the home removal of the Miesner property located at the 
baseball field. 

 Visited with FAA regarding filling in the airport ditch and before a decision can be made, 
they require more information. Haas will keep the council and Brad Uehlin updated as to 
the status. 

 Reminder of the filing deadline for city elections is 12:00 noon on June 1. Terms will be up 
for Councilmembers Addleman, Williby and Lohoefener. Asked for potential candidates who 
would be willing to serve and file. 

 Next meeting is Thursday April 20. 
 

Public Works Report   
 City Foreman report is available for discussion. 

 
Treasurers Report   

 Sales Tax report available for discussion. 
 

Other Report 
 Addleman reported the commissioners had met and no decision was made regarding the 

fireworks controller since they were waiting on their insurance company. He could not find 
anyone to take the pyrotechnics exam so he will take the exam himself in Topeka. 

 Oien expressed his concerns that surrounding cities were receiving fiber optic throughout 
their city and we still were not. Since the new electric poles were higher, the council 
requested Haas to check into the possibilities of Nex-Tech reconsidering fiber for Oberlin. 

 
ADJOURNMENT - At 6:10 PM Addleman moved, second by Lohoefener to adjourn. Motion carried. 
 
 
______________________________________  _______________________________________ 
Sandy Rush, City Clerk   Josh Williby, Council President 


