
 

 

 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING –February 16, 2017 - GATEWAY- 5:00 p.m.  

 

CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Ladd Wendelin called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm and the Pledge of Allegiance to 

the Flag was recited.  

 

Roll Call of the Members of the City Council - Josh Williby, Brandon Oien, Jim Marchello and Deb Lohoefener. 

Majority of the Body Present. 

 

Absent: Rusty Addleman 

 

Others Present: Steve Zodrow, Jeremy Tally, Bob & Tina Gaines, Cynthia Haynes with the Oberlin Herald, Brice 

Meitl, Heather McDougal, LaVerne Rippe, Ruth & Jim Miesner, Bob & Helen Gaines and City Clerk Sandy Rush. 

 

City Attorney Steve Hirsch, City Administrator Troy Haas AND City Foreman David Sporn arrived at 5:10 from the 

BOZA meeting. 

 

BOARD APPOINTMENTS – Williby moved, second by Lohoefener to approve the appointment of Lisa Votapka 

as Chairman on the Convention Visitors Bureau, replacing Gary Anderson. Term ending in 2019. Motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT – Ruth Meisner told the Council that she and Jim had been working with Walt Pennell to 

consider the disposition of his property at 211 N Garfield. Their proposal would be to deed the property to the city 

as a gift and they would pay the balance of the mortgage through a donation to the city. Mrs. Miesner said they 

would like to see it be used for recreation for all age groups. Council agreed to discuss at a future meeting. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA  

Approval of minutes – for February 2, regular Council meeting. 

Appropriation Ordinance - Payment of Bills.  

Oien moved, second by Williby, to approve the Consent Agenda. Motion carried. 

 

OLD BUSINESS  

 

Grant Funding for Underground Tank Discussion – City Foreman Sporn discussed the letter received from 

KDHE regarding an overview of tank removal and their Redevelopment Trust Fund that is not available for the City 

of Oberlin. This is due to the fact that the City has used the underground tanks to store fuel. Mr. Sporn said he was 

getting quotes for concrete, sand and flowable fill for the one tank and had someone interested in buying the other 

tank that can be removed, for scrap. He would report to the Council when he has all the information. 

 

Open Resubmitted Sealed Bids on Tract - Mayor Wendelin opened sealed bids on the tract of land that was 

opened up for rebids from the two that had tied at the first bid opening and read aloud the bids. 

 

Tract #1 for 86.54 acres of Sewer Grassland. Logan Fortin bid $23.50, Casey Alstrom bid $25.50. Oien moved, 

second by Lohoefener to approve accepting the high bid from Casey Alstrom. Motion carried. 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

Results of BOZA: Sign Variance for Oberlin Inn – City Attorney Steve Hirsch informed the Council that the 

Board of Zoning Appeals had met and approved the request from the Oberlin Inn. This is for a variance from the 

required 25 feet to 12 ½ feet for a sign to be set at the southeast corner of US Highway 83 and Highway 36. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Administrators Report –  

• Reported a Help Wanted ad had been placed in the paper for a pool manager and lifeguards. He also said he 



 

 

plans to open the pool on Memorial weekend and close Labor Day.  

• Informed the Council that a request for an Alley closing would be on a future agenda. This is at the request 

of Dave Schiessler and in the 100 block of N. Martin. 

• Next Meeting will be March 2, 2017. 

 

Public Works Report   

• City Foreman report is available for discussion. 

• The Street crew, headed by Bob Gaines, has found a way to paint the old street signs in place of buying 

new expensive ones. The project will take time and they will start at Main Street working their way out.  

• Presented a 2017 City Equipment Evaluation report as a plan to cycle the large equipment and prioritize 

replacements. The street sweeper and loader are now paid off and since budget planning is coming up, Mr. 

Sporn would like the Council to keep the needs of equipment in mind. 

Treasurers Report   

• Cash Flow available for discussion. 

• Reported the Neighborhood Revitalization Rebate was coming in higher than he had budgeted for. 

 

Airport Report 

• Airport Manager Brice Meitl reported the committee had met and planned on purchasing a keypad for the 

terminal door and a power rewind for the fuel hose using the memorial fund. A memorial plaque would 

also be placed. 

• The committee also discussed filling in the ditch on the east side of the runway. This will be discussed on a 

future agenda. 

 

Cemetery/Parks Report 

• Jeremy Tally reported the last time the City was considered a Tree City was in 2007. The Tree Board 

would like to see the City become a Tree City again. They plan on observing Arbor Day at the school with 

tree planting. 

 

Other Reports 

• Councilman Oien said there was a lack of adequate parking at the Soil Conservation Event due to a semi-

truck parked in the Gateway parking lot and asked if “No Truck Parking” signs had been ordered and was 

informed they were. City Administrator told him they would be posted next week. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

At 6:00 PM Williby moved, second by Oien to adjourn. Motion carried. 

 

 

______________________________________  ___________________________________ 

Sandy Rush, City Clerk     Ladd Wendelin, Mayor 


