
 

 

 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING –February 2, 2017 - GATEWAY- 5:00 p.m.  

 

CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Ladd Wendelin called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm and the Pledge of Allegiance to 

the Flag was recited.  

 

Roll Call of the Members of the City Council - Josh Williby, Brandon Oien, Jim Marchello, Deb Lohoefener and 

Rusty Addleman. Majority of the Body Present. 

 

Others Present: City Administrator Troy Haas, City Foreman David Sporn, Treasurer Steve Zodrow, Dan Castle, 

Jeremy Tally, Alberto Rocha, Linda Bunney with the Oberlin Herald, Brice Meitl, Marilyn Black, LaVerne Rippe 

and City Clerk Sandy Rush.  

 

BOARD APPOINTMENTS 

 

Oien moved, second by Williby to appoint City administrator Troy Haas to the Board of Directors (Director #1) to 

the Kansas Municipal Energy Agency (KMEA) for a two year term to represent the City. Motion carried. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA  

Approval of minutes – for January 19, 2017 regular Council meeting. 

Appropriation Ordinance - Payment of Bills.  

Addleman moved, second by Oien, to approve the Consent Agenda. Motion carried. 

 

City Attorney Steve Hirsch arrived at 5:05. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

At  5:05 pm Williby moved, second by Oien to enter into executive session for 10 minutes for a consultation with 

Attorney on matters that would be deemed privileged in an attorney-client relationship to include Mayor, Council, 

City Attorney, City Administrator and City Clerk Sandy Rush. Motion carried. 

 

Back at 5:15 PM with no action taken. 

 

OLD BUSINESS  

 

Open Sealed bids for Land Proposals – Mayor Wendelin opened sealed bids on three tracts of land and read aloud 

the bids. 

Tract #1 for 86.54 acres of Sewer Grassland. Logan Fortin bid $18, then again Logan Fortin bid $20, Casey 

Alstrom bid $20 and Gaitlin Hissong bid $12. Since there was a tie, Oien moved, second by Addleman to 

approve accepting rebids from the two that tied by February 15th at 5 PM. Bids to be opened at the February 16th 

council meeting. Motion carried. 

 

Tract #2 for 109.84 acres of Sewer Cropland. Carl Larson bid $90 and Casey Alstrom bid $65. Williby moved, 

second by Lohoefener to accept Larson’s bid of $90. Motion carried. 

 

Tract #3 for 49.87 acres of Airport Cropland. Jebb Tally bid $60 and Colby Larson bid $56. Oien moved, 

second by Lohoefener to accept Tally’s bid of $60. Motion carried.  

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

Electric Infrastructure Report – Electric Supervisor Dan Castle informed the Council of this year’s electric 

infrastructure plans with Integrated Electrical Services (IES), which will begin a ten week, $20,000 per week, 

upgrade. Mr. Castle presented a slide show of some of the poles that need replaced. He said that 13 poles have been 

marked for replacement and most of them are junction poles. Electric meters were being ordered as they were 



 

 

needed. It was discussed to possibly resell the used meters to another city that might be upgrading. 

 

Electric Bucket Truck Bids – City Foreman David Sporn presented three bids for consideration by the Council for 

a new Bucket Truck.  

1. Altec for $131,648 delivered. 

2. Terex for $130,783 delivered. 

3. Versalift for $123,851 not delivered. 

 

After a discussion, Addleman moved, second by Williby to purchase the Versalift, to be paid for from the equipment 

fund for the quoted amount and the crew will be responsible for transporting. Motion carried. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Administrators Report – Haas reported   

• He is committed to resolve and educate customers on any problems they have with the city if given the 

opportunity. 

• Next meeting is Thursday, February 16, 2017 at the same time a BOZA meeting. 

 

Public Works Report   

• City Foreman report was available for discussion. 

• Asked for a building to be considered to be constructed on the cement slab north of the shop in the future to 

insure equipment lasting longer. 

• Reported the two underground storage tanks at the power plant have been exposed. Sporn is waiting for the 

licensed contractor to provide an inspection so a date can be scheduled for the removal of one. Since the 

other tank is under the power plant two feet, it will need to be abandoned by using a filler instead of 

removing.  

• The grant from Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) is not available to help with the 

removal of storage tanks as previously reported. One of the requirements of the grant is that the owner has 

never used the tanks and the City just quit using them two to three years ago.  

 

Treasurers Report   

• Sales Tax report was available for discussion. 

 

Other Reports 

• Williby inquired what the storage limit of propane tanks in the city limits were. He was informed that it 

was fifty gallons and he asked if the code could be reviewed to allow for larger tanks for possible new 

buildings. Also Williby requested a follow up on what was reported to the Council concerning grants to 

remove the underground tanks. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

At 6:25 PM Oien moved, second by Addleman to adjourn. Motion carried. 

 

 

______________________________________  ___________________________________ 

Sandy Rush, City Clerk     Ladd Wendelin, Mayor 


