
 

 

 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING –September 21, 2017 - GATEWAY- 5:00 p.m.  

 

CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Ladd Wendelin called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm and the Pledge of Allegiance to 

the Flag was recited.  

 

Roll Call of the Members of the City Council – Josh Williby, Brandon Oien, Jim Marchello, and Rusty 

Addleman. Majority of the Body Present. 

 

Absent: Deb Lohoefener 

 

Others Present: City Attorney Steve Hirsch, City Administrator Halley Roberson, City Foreman David Sporn, 

Treasurer Steve Zodrow, Police Chief Brad Burmaster, Dayna Mannebach with the Oberlin Herald, Brice Meitl, 

Marilyn Black, Jim Wesch, Sid Metcalf, Brad & Shelby Uehlin, Britton Scott, Dale Kempt and City Clerk Sandy 

Rush.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Marilyn Black voiced her opinion that she would like the name of the airport to stay the same. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA  

Approval of minutes – for September 5, 2017 regular Council meeting. 

Appropriation Ordinance - Payment of Bills.  

Oien moved, second by Addleman, to approve the Consent Agenda. Motion carried. 

 

OLD BUSINESS  

Committee and Board Members Handbook – Administrator Halley Roberson asked for the council to review and 

contact her with any suggestions of changes. After a short discussion, the council requested Ms. Roberson add a 

brief reminder of Kansas Open Meeting Acts (KOMA) and simplify it by using bullet points. She will have a revised 

handbook ready for review at the next meeting. 

 

Approval of Airport Maintenance Project Agreement to: Rehabilitate the Terminal Building at the Oberlin 

Municipal Airport from Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT) authorizing Mayor Wendelin to sign in 

accordance with KDOT requirements. The City will be responsible for fifteen percent (15%) of the total actual costs 

of Construction and Construction Engineering, up to $10,000 for the Project. Oien moved, second by Marchello to 

approve the Mayor signing the agreement. Motion carried. 

 

Kansas Petroleum Storage Tank Release Trust fund Application – City Foreman David Sporn explained the 

application is for the removed underground storage tank, located at the power plant. The grant would pay for the 

monitoring of the ground since it was contaminated by diesel fuel as reported by KDHE. Oien moved, second by 

Williby to approve the Mayor signing the application. Motion carried. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Airport Zoning Discussion – Ms. Roberson reported Ollson engineer, Diane Hofer had recommended the city needs 

to have a discussion with the county commissioners regarding the zoning in the county as it could affect the safe 

zone approaches for the airport. City Attorney Steve Hirsch commented the county did not have a zoning ordinance 

and the city zoning ordinance had not been updated since 1983. Ms. Roberson said Ms. Hofer had recommended 

applying for a KAIP grant for an Airspace Height & Hazard Study for Oberlin Municipal Airport to establish local 

airspace protection mechanisms. If the project is approved, the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT) will 

participate in the project at no cost to the city with a total project cost of $40,000. 

 

KDOT Grant changed from Land Acquisition to Grass Runway Intersection – Ms. Roberson reported the grant that 

was originally awarded to the city for land acquisition for the airport could be converted to Runway 12/30 grading. 

KDOT wants to know the scope and cost of the grading and therefore, will await for proposals to set a project dollar 

limit. 



 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

#1 Mayor called for a 20-minute Executive Session for personnel matters of nonelected personnel to discuss pay 

increase pursuant K.S.A. 75-4319(b) (1).  To include mayor, administrator, city attorney and council starting at 6:00 

p.m. Williby moved, second by Addleman. Motion carried. Resumed at 6:20 p.m. Williby moved, second by 

Marchello to approve the pay increase as recommended by Administrator Roberson. Motion carried. 

 

#2 Mayor Wendelin called for a 5-minute Executive Session for consultation regarding a contract which would be 

deemed privileged in the attorney-client relationship pursuant to the attorney-client exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b) 

(2). To include mayor, administrator, city attorney and council starting at 6:30 p.m. Oien moved, second by Williby. 

Oien amended the motion to included Police Chief Burmaster, second by Addleman. Motion carried. Resumed at 

6:35 p.m. Marchello moved, second by Williby to accept Troy Haas’s consulting contract as currently written. 

Motion carried. 

 

#3 Mayor Wendelin called for a 5-minute Executive Session for consultation regarding a potential liability which 

would be deemed privileged in the attorney-client relationship pursuant to the attorney-client exception, K.S.A. 75-

4319(b) (2). To include mayor, administrator, city attorney and council starting at 6:35 p.m. Oien moved, second by 

Marchello. Motion carried. Resumed at 6:40 p.m. with no action taken. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Administrators Report   

• Administrator Roberson wanted the council to be aware she will be gone to the KMEA Conference at the 

next council meeting in case any changes to the council meeting time was needed. 

• Ms. Roberson said Brad Uehlin had requested extension of his hanger pad by three feet and after visiting 

with Diane Hofer, Olsson Associates, it had been approved. 

• Ms. Roberson reported her, Councilman Addleman and Steve Haynes attended a regulatory meeting in 

Topeka to discuss the state’s new amusement-safety law. All three spoke to encourage the law be amended 

to make a distinction between amusement park and volunteer-run carnivals like the county fair. 

• Ms. Roberson told the council about the League of Kansas Municipalities (LKM) meeting she had attended 

and commented how helpful the LKM is and the available resources. 

• Kansas Airport Improvement Program (KAIP) Application Form – Ms. Roberson informed the council she 

had signed the agreement from KAIP for the preservation of the 17-35 Runway to repair cracks, apply seal 

coat/surface treatment and replace runway markings. If the project is approved, the Kansas Department of 

Transportation (KDOT) will participate in the project cost at a rate of ninety five percent and City share 

would be five percent of the total project costs of $230,000. 

Public Works Report   

• City Foreman report available for discussion. 

• Short Discussion of the removal or altering sidewalks in Oberlin with a request from Mr. Sporn the council 

consider in the future. 

Treasurers Report   

• Cash Flow report available for discussion. 

Police Report 

• Police Report available for discussion. 

Other Reports 

• Councilman Brandon Oien commented he would like the community to bring ideas regarding the lot 

located at the baseball field and how to put it to use. 

 

ADJOURNMENT - At 6:55 PM Williby moved, second by Addleman to adjourn. Motion carried. 

 

______________________________________  ___________________________________ 

Sandy Rush, City Clerk     Ladd Wendelin, Mayor 

 


